Leather Care & Maintenance
How to Keep Quality Leather Looking Its Best for Decades
At Silver Triangle Leatherworks, leather is not just a material â€” itâ€™s a commitment. Proper care is the difference between leather that merely survives and leather that develops strength, character, and a deep, earned patina over time. Whether an item is worn daily or reserved for special occasions, consistent maintenance ensures it performs as it was meant to.

Clean Before You Condition
Conditioning should never be the first step. Dust, sweat, and environmental grime accumulate on leather surfaces and can prevent conditioners from properly penetrating the hide.
Best practices for cleaning leather:
· Wipe the surface gently with a soft, dry cloth to remove dust. 
· For deeper cleaning, use a cleaner specifically designed for leather. 
· Work lightly with the grain using small circular motions. 
· Allow leather to air dry naturally. Never apply heat. 
Avoid household cleaners, alcohol, ammonia, or detergents. These strip essential oils and can permanently damage leather fibers.

Condition Regularly, Not Excessively
Leather contains natural oils that keep it supple and resistant to cracking. Over time, exposure to air, movement, and environmental conditions causes those oils to dissipate. Conditioning restores moisture and helps preserve flexibility and strength.
General conditioning schedule:
· Every 3â€“6 months for most leather goods 
· More frequently for heavily used items or in dry climates 
Condition sparingly. Thin, even layers are far more effective than heavy application.

Recommended Leather Conditioners (Professional Favorites)
The following conditioners are trusted by leather artisans and professionals for reliability, accessibility, and long-term performance.
Leather Honey Leather Conditioner
A deep-penetrating conditioner designed to restore dry or aging leather. It softens and strengthens without silicones or harsh chemicals, making it suitable for boots, belts, jackets, bags, and most smooth leathers.
Dr. Jacksonâ€™s Leather Conditioner
Widely available at Tandy Leather locations, which can be found in most major cities. This traditional conditioner nourishes leather, restores flexibility, and extends usable life. Ideal for garments, tack, belts, and everyday leather goods.
Bickmore Bick 4 Leather Conditioner
A versatile, well-established conditioner that conditions leather without significantly darkening it. Often recommended for lighter-colored leathers where maintaining original tone is important.

How to Apply Conditioner Properly
1. Clean the leather surface first. 
2. Apply a small amount of conditioner to a soft, lint-free cloth. 
3. Work it in using gentle circular motions. 
4. Allow the leather to absorb the conditioner for 15â€“30 minutes. 
5. Buff lightly with a clean cloth to remove any excess. 
Over-conditioning can weaken leather fibers. When in doubt, use less.

Storage and Environmental Care
Leather is sensitive to its environment. Proper storage plays a critical role in longevity.
Best storage practices:
· Keep leather out of prolonged direct sunlight. 
· Avoid placing leather near heat sources such as radiators or vents. 
· Store in cool, dry areas with airflow. 
· Never store leather in sealed plastic. 
· Use breathable dust covers or cloth storage bags. 
Boots, jackets, and structured items benefit from shape support using acid-free paper or cedar inserts.

What to Avoid
· Machine washing or soaking leather 
· Harsh chemicals or solvents 
· Over-conditioning 
· Skipping regular cleaning 

Final Thoughts
Quality leather rewards proper care. With routine cleaning, responsible conditioning, and thoughtful storage, leather not only lasts â€” it improves. Strength, comfort, and character emerge over time when leather is treated with respect.
Care guidance provided by Silver Triangle Leatherworks.
Crafted for passion, designed for endurance.
 
